Tight economy has young adults scrambling to f
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searching for someone to share an apart-

ment with and you've been out of college
or working for years, join the houseless and

harried club. More people in their mid-20s
to mid-30s than ever before are desperately
seeking roommates in the Boston area.

“I have a lot of friends around my age who
are in similar situations,” said Peter Ners-
esian, 30, of Allston who has been searching
for a pl.:u in Inman Square for about a
month. “You really can’t start living alone in
these places unless ynu re paying $1, 000
which is something I can't do right now.”

Although the residential vacancy rate has
risen over the last three years to 5-7 percent
and rents have reduced, it’s still tough for
singles to shoulder the financial burden
alone, according to the Greater Boston Real
Estate Board. The fact that many voung peo-
ple move away after graduating college
leaves lots of folks who decide to stay in the
area without shelter companions. Even after
Sept. 1, many are still looking to fill empty
rooms in their apartments.

“My old roommate did consulting and was
just transferred to New York,” said Jeremy
Kintigh, 26, of Waltham. “It was so last-
minute.”

I f you've spent the last month fruitlessly

“Ilike a cleanish house but not sterile .. . I'll
have a beer with you, though sometimes just
want to hole up on my own. I don’t want to live
with roommates I just tolerate or co-exist
with. I would like to be friends.”

— Peter Nersesian, 30, of Allston in an ad
on Craigslist

Fortunately, there are countless services
available to satisfy this demand for co-
dwellers.

Newspapers, Web sites and services, in-
cluding Boston-based RoommateConnec-
tion.com and Brookline-based Matching
Roommates (wwwmatchingroommates.com)
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and national ones, including Apart-
mentsUSA.com, offer plenty of ads for a
price. But only San Francisco-based Craigs-
list (www.craigslist.org) provides an ex-
tremely extensive list for free.

“Most Web sites say pay and register and
promise you to find a roommate,” said Moni-
ka, 36, of Cambridge, who refused to share
her last name in case a prospective roomie
reads this story. “1 don't want to get into that,
Craigslist works fine.”

“Tam very respectful of other people’s prop-
erty and considerate.  won't have parties, but
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would have a friend or two over fairly regu-
larly. Something with even a little outdoor
space (deck, garden, etc.) would be super!”

— Jon Kniss, 30, of the South End in an ad
on Craigslist

So what can young professionals say in
their ads that might get a hit? Kintigh said
specificity rules his roost.

“The hardest part is the limited informa-
tion you get from people,” he said. “Most
people are really vague about who they are
and what they're looking for”

Kintigh said he also is a stickler for
spelling and grammar.
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LOOKING FOR THE RIGHT ONE: Peter Nersesian, 30, carries boxes out of his Allston
apartment. Nersesian finds the rcommate-screening process similar to dating.

“It’s almost like looking at resumes,” he
said. “Using good punctuation shows that
you put time and effort into it.”

Nersesian likened the process to dating.

“The more open you are, the more com-
mon ground you'll find,” he said. “You
should mention the good things about your-
self. But don't be dishonest.”

Even if you are honest, that doesn't mean
your personality will come through well in
just a few sentences.

“I don't know if you can necessarily know
much about a person before moving in with
them,” said Jon Kniss, 30, of the South End. “It
almost doesn’t matter what you putin an ad.”

“I need to find someone by tonight or I am
out of luck. Help mell”

— Sarah Mandell, 20, of Boston inan ad on
Craigslist

Professionals also are finding themselves
competing with college kids seeking off-
campus pads as the school year begins,

“It’s crazy,” said Monika. “This is the worst
season to look for a place.”

But college students also are finding it
tough to secure shelter.

“I'm wicked stressed,” said Sarah Man-
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dell, 20, of Boston. “I ran an ad saying mu-
sic and art majors are best. One girl who
came, her name rang a bell with me. Turns
out she lived with a friend of mine and
didn’t pay her rent. I'm desperate now.”

HELP WANTED: Jeremy Kintigh, 26, of Waltham likens browsing roommate ads to
‘looking at resumes.’ He says he's a stickler for grammar and spelling.



